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DAN MASKELL TENNIS TRUST RELAUNCHES AS AN INDEPENDENT CHARITY WITH ELAINE PAIGE AS NEW PRESIDENT

The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust has successfully achieved charitable status after registering as a charity in its own right. The Trust will assume responsibility for raising its own funds to support disabled people to play tennis and approve its own objectives.
The Trust, which was formed in 1997 and named after the BBC Commentator Dan Maskell who was known as “the voice of Wimbledon”, has up to now operated under the umbrella of the Tennis Foundation as a restricted fund. However, in order to raise its profile, it was agreed by both parties to seek independence by becoming a separate charity. 

Elaine Paige, OBE, has agreed to become the Charity’s President, taking over from John Barrett, MBE who has served as President since the Trust was formed.  “I am thrilled and honoured to be invited to be the President of The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust and look forward to lending my support to its fundraising activities” said Ms Paige. Elaine is a keen tennis enthusiast and is no stranger to charities for people with disabilities, especially children, through her support of the Children’s Trust in Tadworth and The Lady Taverners amongst others.

The Trust will continue to work closely with the Tennis Foundation to support disabled tennis players. Funds are used to support disability programmes, associations and groups and to help with the purchase of specialist sports wheelchairs for new and aspiring wheelchair tennis players.

Fundraising activities in the first year of the Trust’s re-launch include The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust Celebrity Golf Challenge at Wentworth Club, Surrey on Tuesday 15th June. The Trust has also been named as one of the beneficiaries at the London Golf & Tennis Show at ExCel from 30th April-1st May and at the 25th Anniversary Celebrations of the Queenswood and Hertfordshire LTA’s County Centre on 22nd and 24th April. The Trust continues to be one of the beneficiaries from the resale of Wimbledon tickets during The Championships.

For further information please contact:

Gilly English, Fundraiser and Administrator on 01737 831707, email Gilly@sportwins.co.uk
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