WHAT’S ON STAGE (WEBSITE)

Editor’s Picks
DVD: Elaine Paige – Celebrating 40 Years on Stage

Where have the decades gone? Incredibly, September 2008 marked the 40th anniversary of Elaine Paige’s West End debut, which she has celebrated with typical flair and energy – there have been an autobiography (Memories), a CD, and a sell-out international concert tour. E.P. fans – and that means anyone interested in musical theatre – will want this, her first-ever “in concert” DVD. 
The State Theatre, an elaborate “dream palace” in Sydney, Australia, is a magnificent setting for Elaine’s concert, covering her career from its beginnings (in the London “tribe” of Hair, as a teenager), to her triumphs in Evita, Chess, Cats, Anything Goes, Sunset Boulevard, and The King and I. All the big hits are here: “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina”, “I Know Him So Well”, “With One Look”, and, of course, her signature number, the ever-haunting “Memory”. 
It’s also marvellous to have a selection of her classic performances preserved on film, especially several done in costume and character: Norma Desmond’s “As If We Said Goodbye from Sunset Boulevard, performed in her original Broadway costume; the Cockney Mrs. Lovett in a checked apron, polishing the piano as she sings “By the Sea”, from Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd; and three powerhouse numbers from Pam Gems’ Piaf, with Paige in a plain black dress, transformed by dark wig, make-up, and flat shoes into France’s “Little Sparrow”, complete with trademark defiant stance and minimal gestures (“If You Love Me” is particularly shattering in its intensity). 
This concert isn’t just about the past; Britain’s “First Lady of Musical Theatre” lives very much in the present, with an eye on the future. Witness the verve and emotion in some of the other songs on the programme: “Life Goes On”, “Tomorrow”, and the disc’s bonus track, Jim Webb’s life-affirming “Grow Young”, with its advice, “Don’t get so old you forget to grow young”. There’s also a fabulous blues rendition of “Cry Me a River”, as well as a surprise, “Shoot the Breeze”, a philosophical song about friendship and the hopes of youth by Dustin Hoffman and Bette Midler, plus a brand-new specialty song for the petite diva by the team of George Stiles and Anthony Drewe celebrating the glories of “Small Packages”. (Only one wee quibble about the concert filming: too many cut-aways for wide-angle panning shots of the vast, fantastic theatre.) 
The DVD’s bonus features (very well designed, with full access via the “Track Listings” extra to every number in her 104-minute show) include a 34-minute career interview full of insights and reminiscences, illustrated by clips from the concert. Not to be missed. Ever the consummate pro, she’s in fine voice, too. Here’s to your 40 years on stage, Miss Paige – and many more! 
