NICK FIVEASH PR 


ELAINE PAIGE RETURNS TO BROADWAY

 IN STEPHEN SONDHEIM’S ‘FOLLIES’
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Olivier Award winner, Elaine Paige, The First Lady of British Musical Theatre, will be setting foot, once again, onto the New York stage in the forthcoming Broadway transfer of Stephen Sondheim’s Follies.  
Directed by Eric Schaeffer, Elaine joins Bernadette Peters, Jan Maxwell, Danny Burstein and Ron Raines in the limited engagement which will begin performances on August 7th at the Marquis Theatre, with an opening night set for September 12th.  The story of Follies concerns a reunion in a crumbling Broadway theatre, scheduled for demolition, of the past performers of the Weismann's Follies, a musical revue (based on the Ziegfeld Follies), that played in that theatre between the World Wars.  
Elaine will reprise her role of Carlotta Campion from the recent Kennedy Center production for which she received critical acclaim: 

“Paige throws a feisty earthiness into act one's electric I'm Still Here” - Variety

“Elaine Paige brings down the house with a magnificently executed I'm Still Here” - Theatermania
“Paige’s performance earned the longest, heartiest ovation on opening night” - Baltimore Sun
“Paige makes it crystal-clear why she is a British stage diva to be reckoned with." - Metro Weekly

“She sings the song to perfection” - Talkinbroadway
“Paige is not only superb, she is the best Carlotta Campion I’ve ever seen – and I’ve seen them all – all the way back to the original Broadway production. No one has ever sung I’m Still Here more splendidly and touchingly and beautifully and powerfully and life-changingly than she did last night. If our musical theatre has a first lady, Elaine is it!” 

Bruce Pomahac – Rodgers & Hammerstein Organisation

Elaine Paige, dubbed "the First Lady of British Musical Theatre," shows just why she’s called that when she stands center stage to deliver I’m Still Here - Arlington Connection

Elaine Page, iron-lunged and Mae West-like, as indestructible movie star Carlotta Champion, who’s now and forever Still Here – Washington City Paper

Elaine, as Carlotta, amuses everyone with a tale of how her dramatic solo was cut from the Follies because the audience found it humorous, but somehow the number, I’m Still Here, works when she sings it today.  "She has a wonderful spirit, a wonderful joie de vivre," Elaine says. "She's had her ups and downs, she's seen it all, but she has that way of viewing life: 'Oh, well, that didn't work. Next!' Carlotta's song, I'm Still Here, is a paean to survival”

Elaine Paige won an Olivier Award for creating the title role in Evita on the London stage, where she also created the role of Grizabella in Cats and starred in amongst many others Chess, Anything Goes, Sunset Boulevard (as Norma Desmond, a role she also played on Broadway), Piaf, The King and I and The Drowsy Chaperone.  Elaine also hosts her own popular weekly BBC Radio 2 programme Elaine Paige On Sunday which celebrates music from stage and screen.
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